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Using Digital Commons to 
Supplement Faculty Scholarship
Extending the Print 
Edition
• Primary sources supporting the text 
were:
– Not easily available (many in print 
archives only).
– In the public domain (mostly).
– The kinds of authorities that scholars 
might want to examine to better 
understand or build upon Professor 
Freedman’s work.
Why a digital 
companion 
made sense
• What are the monograph author's expectations?
• What are the monograph publisher's expectations?
• What Digital Commons structure would work best for 
the material given the anticipated needs of users?
• Of all the material cited in the book, which sources 
should be included in our collection and which should be 
excluded?
• What metadata would be necessary/ideal for each 
record?
• How could we acquire the best quality scans given the 
sources of the material?
• Will we need to seek copyright permission or get licenses 
to use the material?
Considerations
• Manage author expectations regarding 
time and functionality of the collection.
• Your project will always take longer than 
you expect.
• You may need to revise your workflow 
after you begin.
• Mistakes will be made (but can usually be 
corrected).
• This is fun!
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